Happy Museum funded activity 2014 – 5

Reading Museum

Building on Revealing Reading’s Hidden Histories this project will to learn more about how government funded museums are relevant in the arena of well-being, social justice and environmental sustainability.  As well as investigating the ongoing impact of previous activity, the project will repeat its ground-breaking methodology, this time engaging the local community with emphasis on the town’s natural environment. The project will provoke discourse about the pressure urban development is placing on Reading’s finite natural heritage and ask if the pursuit of economic growth should be at the expense of well-being. 

. 

Partners: Reading University, Barton Willmore Partnership Ltd, Reading Climate Change Centre, Reading Tree Wardens, Reading Globe Group, Reading & District Natural History Society, RISC, IMUSE, Reading CAN, Museum of English Rural Life

Manchester Museum            
Creating and publishing a short “guidebook” with a working title of “the new rules of the playful museum.”  Aimed primarily at museums and galleries, the rulebook will be written with staff at both management and on-gallery levels in mind, as well as to their visitors. The rulebook will be a how-to guide to becoming more playful (both as a venue and for individual staff) as well as a source of thought-provoking ideas about children, play, space (both indoors and outdoors) and adult roles. 

Network – The project will involve and develop a growing community of individuals and organisations engaging in this thinking, already including Bilston Craft Gallery, The Yorkshire Sculpture Park, National Trust Robert Burns Birthplace Museum and Edinburgh Museums and Galleries.

Lightbox, Woking


The local community will be invited to give stories and photographs and objects connected with keeping old things, using them rather than renewing, the act of repairing/maintaining old things, finding new uses for old things, and having kept things with the intention of repairing them but never having got round to it!  The project will culminate in an exhibition supported by a programme of public events and workshops on the theme.  The project aims to contribute towards change in attitudes and behaviour with respect to sustainability.  Waste Not… focuses upon one of the ‘Headline Behaviours’ (according to Defra) in terms of environmental sustainability: extending the life of things to minimise waste.  

Partners - Transition Guildford, the Makerspace movement, Fixperts , Village surrey Transition Initiative, Hackspace (with which The Lightbox is already in contact), Remakery, the Restart Project  and the Maker Library Network . 

